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Asia Cat Expo 2025 UCA Cat Grooming Competition

It is the responsibility of the participant to access, read, and comply with the Asia Cat Expo 2025
UCA Cat Grooming Competition official rules and regulations. All participants are expected to
abide by the rules & regulations outlined to ensure a fair, safe, and professional competition.

Regular Category - Show Conformation Groom

Breed Groups

Participants will be sorted into groups according to the following breed groups:

Group-Based

Group Breeds Score

Selkirk Rex-Longhair, Lambkin-Longhair, Laperm-Longhair,

D1 Persian, Exotic Longhair, Hobbit-Longhair

1.00

American Wirehair, Cashmere, Cornish Rex, Devon Rex,
Lambkin-Shorthair, Laperm-Shorthair, Selkirk Rex-Shorthair,
British Longhair, Siberian, Birman, Highland Fold, Highland
Straight, Munchkin Longhair, Norwegian Forest, American
Bobtail Longhair, American Curl Longhair, Balinese, Japanese
Bobtail Longhair, Maine Coon, Manx Longhair, Oriental
Longhair, Polydactyl Maine Coon, Ragamuffin, Ragdoll,
Somali, Turkish Angora, Turkish Van, Walking Clouds

D2 0.75

American Bobtail Shorthair, American Curl Shorthair, Japanese
Bobtail Shorthair, Manx Shorthair, Munchkin Shorthair,
American Shorthair, Bengal, Bombay, British Shorthair,
Burmese, Chartreux, Colorpoint Shorthair, Egyptian Mau,
European Burmese, European Oriental Shorthair, Exotic,
Havana Brown, Hobbit-Shorthair, Khao Manee, Korat, Ocicat,
Oriental Shorthair, Russian Blue, Scottish Fold, Scottish
Straight, Siamese, Singapura, Tonkinese

D3 0.50

D4 Elf, Bambino, Lykoi, Peterbald, Sphynx 0.25

All grooming must conform to the UCA's official grooming standards.
Click here to download the Breed Standards document.



https://asiacatexpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Breed-standards%EF%BC%885th-Edition%EF%BC%89.pdf

Pre-Grooming Video Submission

To ensure transparency and integrity in the judging process, all Regular category participants
must submit a pre-grooming video of their competing cat prior to the competition on 21 June.

Guidelines:

. Video must be taken between 21 May and 19 June 2025

. Submission deadline: 19 June 2025

. Duration: 15 to 20 minutes (cuts for drying are allowed)

. Cat should be shown in natural, ungroomed condition, and include:
° Full coat from various angles
° Cutting of nails
° Cleaning of ears
° Brushing of fur
° Bathing and drying of fur

The video will be used by the judges for reference when evaluating the final presentation onsite.
Registered participants will be notified via email once submissions open, along with instructions
for uploading their videos.

The grooming salon director or supervisor must sign an official verification form confirming that:
° The video was filmed during the stated period
° The cat featured in the video is the same cat entered in the competition
° The groomer shown in the video is the same participant submitting and competing

Click here to download the official verification form.

General Conduct

. All grooming must be completed before the event. No grooming is allowed onsite for the
Regular Category.

. Cats must arrive fully groomed and ready for presentation.

. Participants must prioritise cat safety and welfare at all times.

. Any misrepresentation, unsafe handling, or failure to comply with competition rules will
result in immediate disqualification.

. Participants are expected to behave in a professional and respectful manner toward other
groomers, judges, event staff, and fellow competitors.

. Participants are allowed to have an assistant during the competition. Assistants may help
with handling the cat, but may not perform any part of the grooming process. The primary
groomer must complete all grooming tasks independently. Any breach of this rule may
result in disqualification.


https://asiacatexpo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Official-Verification-Form.pdf

Conduct of Competition

Participants will be assessed in batches of 5 within each breed group

Each batch will proceed to the pre-judging holding area for pre-judging inspection before
being called for individual presentation

Each participant will walk down a red carpet walkway with their cat and present their cat at
the evaluation table for assessment

Scores will be displayed collectively after each round

The Top 3 cats from each breed group will receive category awards

The 1st and 2nd place winners from each group will qualify for the finals

If a group has no or only one participant, remaining finalist slots will be filled by top-ranked
participants from other groups, forming a total of 8 finalists

Finalists will draw lots to determine matchups

Cats will be presented in pairs, and judges will vote to determine advancement

The Top 3 finalists will be awarded the Star of the Session

Overall Ranking

All scores from the entire competition will be tallied and ranked. Top 10 highest-scoring cats will

be awarded Best Groomed Cat.

Evaluation

Judges will evaluate each participant based on their ability to groom in alignment with breed
standards, overall grooming execution, and the final presentation.

Participants will be evaluated on their proficiency, knowledge, and understanding of the following

areas:

Coat condition & cleanliness

Grooming technique & finish

Smoothness and finish of the coat

Overall appearance and breed-appropriate styling
Cat handling and safety

Judges will reference the pre-grooming video to evaluate the transformation and effort involved in
the grooming process.



Scoring Breakdown

Each participant will be evaluated across three core components, with a maximum score of 4.0
per component. Scores will be averaged and weighted accordingly to breed groups’ base score.

Component Score Range Evaluation Focus

Basic Grooming 0-4.0 Technique, precision, hygiene, tool handling

Coat Condition 0-4.0 Cleanliness, smoothness, finish, absence of matting
Model Display 0-4.0 Presentation, styling impact, symmetry, overall polish

Presentation Requirements

The cat’s coat must be clean, healthy, and have a fresh scent, fully dried and combed
according to breed standards, with no tangles or mats

Ears must be clean and nails trimmed to reflect proper hygiene and preparation

Safe and appropriate use of tools and products is demonstrated

Grooming must demonstrate safe and secure handling, with the cat’s comfort prioritised at
all times

Judges will assess the groomer's ability to shape the coat with precision

The finished groom should present a smooth, polished appearance, free from uneven coat
texture and flaking or patchiness

The final result should reflect a clear understanding of breed-specific standards, with
harmonious shaping and visual flow across the cat’s body and facial features



Open Category - Creative Groom

General Conduct

e Grooming must be completed within the allocated 1-hour time limit during the competition

«  Cats must be clean, prepped, and ready for grooming at the start of the session

e Only pet-safe products and tools may be used

. Participants must prioritise cat safety and wellbeing at all times throughout the grooming
and presentation process

* Any instance of unsafe grooming practices, aggressive handling, or misrepresentation will
lead to immediate disqualification

. Participants are expected to maintain professional conduct and treat fellow groomers,
judges, and event staff with respect and courtesy

« Participants are allowed to have an assistant during the competition. Assistants may help
with handling the cat, but may not perform any part of the grooming process. The primary
groomer must complete all grooming tasks independently. Any breach of this rule may
result in disqualification

Conduct of Competition

Cats in the open category may not be groomed in advance of the competition, except for bathing.
Participants will undergo :
. Pre-judging inspection
* A 1-hour grooming session
. Individual presentation, where each participant will walk their cat down a red carpet
walkway and present the cat at the evaluation table for assessment

Cats entered in the Open Category must have sufficient coat length to allow for clear
demonstration of scissoring, shaping, and creative grooming techniques. Inadequate coat length

may limit execution and impact final scoring.

Participants are expected to complete the full groom within the allocated grooming session.



Evaluation

Judges will assess the creativity, technical ability, and visual presentation of the groom while
ensuring safety and comfort for the cat.

Participants will be evaluated on their proficiency, knowledge, and understanding of the following
areas:

e Coat condition and finish

e Creativity & originality of design

. Precision & execution of style

*  Grooming technique & finish, product & colour application (if any)

. Balance, symmetry, and visual appeal

¢ Cat comfort and welfare throughout the process

Scoring Breakdown

Each participant will be evaluated across three core components, with a maximum score of 4.0
per component, contributing to a total base score of 4.0. Scores will be averaged or weighted
accordingly.

Component Score Range Evaluation Focus

Basic Grooming 0-4.0 Technique, precision, hygiene, tool handling

Coat Condition 0-4.0 Cleanliness, smoothness, finish, absence of matting
Model Display 0-4.0 Presentation, styling impact, symmetry, overall polish

Presentation Requirements

. The cat’s coat must be clean, healthy, and have a fresh scent, fully dried and combed, with
no tangles or mats

+  Coat length must be sufficient to demonstrate technical grooming and scissoring skills

*  Ears must be clean and nails trimmed to reflect proper hygiene and preparation

«  Safe and appropriate use of tools and products is demonstrated

»  Grooming must demonstrate safe and secure handling, with the cat’s comfort prioritised at
all times

* Judges will assess the groomer's ability to shape the coat with precision

¢ The finished groom should present a smooth, polished appearance, free from uneven coat
texture and flaking or patchiness

« The final style should reflect intentional design, with visual harmony across the cat’s body
and facial features



UCA Star-Level Groomer Guide
This competition is recognised under the Universal Cat Association (UCA) grooming standards.
+ UCA-registered groomers: Points will be accumulated and conferred the corresponding
Star-Level groomer titles.
+ Non-registered groomers: Points and achievements may still be credited if the UCA theory
lesson and test are completed within 3 months after the competition.
You may complete the UCA course and certification through Animal Arts Academy, the only
appointed grooming school in Singapore offering the UCA Cat Care Programme.

Star-Level Point Requirements

Star Level Points Required
A1 10 - 30 points
A2 31 - 70 points
A3 71 - 150 points
A4 151 - 300 points
A5 301 - 500 points
A6 501 - 1000 points
A7 1001 - 1500 points
A8 1501 - 2000 points
A9 2001 points and above

Point Allocation by Competition Segment

Regular Category - Show Conformation Groom

Awarded to the top 3 participants in each breed group:

Rank Points
1st Place 3.0
2nd Place 2.0
3rd Place 1.0
Finals

Awarded to the top 3 overall finalists:

Rank Points
1st Place 10.0
2nd Place 9.0

3rd Place 8.0



Overall Ranking

In the overall ranking, the top 20 participants in terms of accumulated event points are
awarded:

Rank Points Rank Points
1st 10.0 11th 5.0
2nd 9.5 12th 4.5
3rd 9.0 13th 4.0
4th 8.5 14th 3.5
5th 8.0 15th 3.0
6th 7.5 16th 2.5
7th 7.0 17th 2.0
8th 6.5 18th 1.5
9th 6.0 19th 1.0
10th 5.5 20th 0.5

Open Category - Creative Groom

Rank Points
1st 4.5
2nd 4.0
3rd 3.5
4th 3.0
5th 2.5
6th 2.0
7th 1.5
8th 1.0
9th 0.5

10th 4.5
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